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nutrition habits that they will adopt 
during crucial periods of growth and 
into adulthood. 

These food service professionals 
know the needs of their students best, 
and I look forward to seeing this rule 
finalized and our schools and commu-
nities become even stronger. 
UPDATES ON AGRICULTURE AND THE TRADE WAR 

WITH CHINA 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I think 

most people in this body know that I 
am a farmer by trade, and I represent 
a southern Kentucky district that is 
one of the biggest agricultural districts 
in America. 

I am very pleased today to give an 
update on the accomplishments that 
the Trump administration and Con-
gress has made over the past 3 years 
with respect to agriculture. 

Anyone that keeps up with President 
Trump knows that he sincerely cares 
about the farmers in America; and he 
realizes that the farmers, through no 
fault of their own, have been on the 
front lines of this trade war with 
China. 

But if you talk to any farmer, as I do 
on a regular basis when I am home in 
Kentucky, the farmers still strongly 
support the President and they under-
stand why we are in this trade war. 
They also understand the efforts that 
have been made and the accomplish-
ments that have been achieved with re-
spect to agriculture from this adminis-
tration and from this Congress over the 
past 3 years. 

I want to touch on three areas where 
we focused in Congress, where I focused 
as a member of the Agriculture Com-
mittee, to improve our agriculture for 
our family farmers who are struggling, 
again, on the front lines of this trade 
war with China. 

First of all, regulations. As with 
many other industries in America, one 
of the first things that President 
Trump looked at, and then the Repub-
licans and the majority of this body 
looked at 3 years ago, was the regula-
tions. Many industries, especially in 
agriculture, felt like there were bur-
densome regulations that were holding 
farmers back, holding agriculture 
back. 

So, one by one, this administration, 
whether it was through the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, or the EPA, 
has looked at every regulation to deem 
whether that regulation was necessary, 
or whether that regulation was exces-
sive and needed to be scaled back. 

b 1045 

I am very pleased to report that the 
biggest regulation that scared most 
people in agriculture was the WOTUS 
rule from the Obama administration. I 
am very pleased, last week, this admin-
istration completely eliminated the 
WOTUS rule with respect to navigable 
streams. Under the Obama regulation, 
every mud puddle in Kentucky would 
have been defined as a navigable 
stream, therefore, creating a situation 
where farmers would be breaking the 

law to farm the land that they farmed 
for many generations. 

Next is tax policy. We focused very 
heavily on passing the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, which helped cut taxes over-
all, but one thing that helped agri-
culture is the accelerated depreciation 
rule, which encouraged farmers to 
make a bigger investment. 

And, lastly, trade. We have had huge 
success on the trade front over the past 
couple of weeks here in Washington, 
and I applaud the Trump administra-
tion for their efforts to not only sign 
the USMCA, which is the new modern 
NAFTA deal that puts workers on a 
level playing field in America with 
workers in Mexico and Canada, but it 
also enhances agriculture opportuni-
ties. 

Also, the phase one trade deal that 
the President signed recently with 
China, this focuses on agriculture. It 
brings back those markets that we lost 
in agriculture because we were on the 
front lines of this trade war, and it also 
increases new markets for agriculture. 

I am very pleased with the achieve-
ments that have been made in agri-
culture, but I realize that our farmers 
are struggling and we have a lot more 
work to do. I pledge to continue to 
work with the Trump administration 
to see that our farmers are treated 
fairly and that we can continue to 
grow our Nation’s most important in-
dustry: agriculture. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
PHILIP M. VAN HOY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BISHOP) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor the memory of 
Philip M. Van Hoy of Charlotte, who 
passed away unexpectedly Saturday 
morning. 

Phil was a preeminent attorney, a 
mentor to a generation of conserv-
atives, and a dear friend of 30 years. 

Phil grew up in Charlotte and grad-
uated from Duke University and the 
University of North Carolina Law 
School, but he was a lifelong Duke fan. 
Upon graduation, Phil enlisted in the 
U.S. Army Reserve, eventually leaving 
as a first lieutenant. 

As a lawyer, Phil served Duke Power 
and, in due course, founded the law 
firm Van Hoy, Reutlinger, Adams & 
Dunn, where he handled some of the 
most complex employment cases at 
every level, including the United 
States Supreme Court. In 2013 and 2019, 
Phil was named Lawyer of the Year for 
employment law by Best Lawyers in 
America. 

Though Phil was a gifted lawyer, his 
true passion was Republican politics. 
Phil served as vice chairman of the 
Mecklenburg County Republican Party 
and was an alternative delegate to the 
RNC convention that nominated Ron-
ald Reagan. 

But most significantly, Phil was a 
mentor to a generation of conserv-

atives. He organized a lunch that still 
goes on in Charlotte, and they refer to 
it affectionately as the ‘‘Hun Lunch’’; 
although, as Phil was quick to point 
out, Attila the Hun was no conserv-
ative. He was a collectivist. 

Phil welcomed me 30 years ago to the 
Hun Lunch, and it continues weekly 
today. Its members are devastated by 
his loss. 

I am lucky to count Phil as a cher-
ished friend. Friends will remember, 
particularly, his trademark sharp wit, 
the ever-ready joke, and the gleam in 
his eye much more since his untimely 
passing and will remember his con-
sistent kindness and commitment to 
values. 

Jo and I extend our deepest condo-
lences and prayers to Sylvia and their 
two sons, Travis and Marshall. May 
Phil Van Hoy rest in peace. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF TERRY L. HUNT 

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of Terry L. Hunt, who passed away this 
weekend while on a business trip to 
Kenya. 

Mr. Hunt was president of Lumbee 
Tribe Enterprises and a valued member 
of the Lumbee Tribe. Terry’s life was 
dedicated to the success of the Lumbee 
people, and his passing represents a 
grave loss. 

Mr. Hunt was a native of the Fair-
mont community in Robeson County, 
North Carolina. Terry graduated from 
Fairmont High School in 1979 and 
served his community as a police offi-
cer with the Fairmont Police Depart-
ment. 

In 1993, Terry rose to the position of 
chief of police and was selected by the 
Attorney General to help shape the na-
tional law enforcement initiative for 
cases of missing children. 

Mr. Hunt was deeply devoted to his 
community, and when he retired from 
law enforcement in 2001, he continued 
his public service. Mr. Hunt rep-
resented his district on the Lumbee 
Tribal Council from 2011 to 2017 and 
was elected as economic development 
chairman, taking an active interest in 
economic affairs of the Lumbee people. 

While Mr. Hunt left us far too young, 
it is altogether fitting that he passed 
while finalizing a new contract for the 
Tribe-owned business that he led. Mr. 
Hunt served his community until the 
very end, a community that is deeply 
mourning his loss. 

Terry’s work will go on, but no one 
will be able to fill his shoes. May his 
love and dedication for his people be an 
example for all of us. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. LEE of California) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Jeffrey F. Kirby, Our Lady 
of Grace Catholic Church, Indian Land, 
South Carolina, offered the following 
prayer: 

Good and gracious God, You have or-
dered all things according to Your laws 
of goodness and righteousness. 

You bless all Your children with 
equal dignity and endow them with tal-
ents to pursue happiness. In Your kind-
ness, You inspire and raise up leaders 
for Your people. 

We ask You to bless this House of 
Representatives, made up of these lead-
ers, and to bless their work during to-
day’s session. Grant them prudence and 
fortitude. May they seek Your divine 
wisdom and give You due homage in all 
their deliberations and decisions. May 
they always seek the common good, 
the public benefit, and true justice and 
peace for all. 

We ask all these blessings from You, 
who are the Lord God and the giver of 
life, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
CISNEROS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CISNEROS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND JEFFREY 
F. KIRBY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) is recognized 
for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, it is 

my honor to recognize and nominate 
today’s guest, Father Jeffrey Kirby, to 
serve as guest chaplain for the noon 
prayer. 

Father Kirby, pastor of Our Lady of 
Grace Parish in South Carolina and the 
adjunct professor of theology at Bel-
mont Abbey College, is a devout fol-
lower of Jesus Christ and lives his life 
as a light unto others. 

Father Kirby received his bachelor of 
arts and master’s degree from Francis-
can University of Steubenville before 
receiving his doctorate in moral the-
ology from Holy Cross University in 
Rome. 

His selflessness led him to enlist in 
the National Guard during his studies, 
and he even served on a relief effort for 
Hurricane Mitch. 

In 2002, he entered seminary in Rome 
and was ordained a Catholic priest. He 
has since served parishes across South 
Carolina, from Clemson to Walhalla to 
Seneca to Columbia and now Lan-
caster. 

Governor Nikki Haley selected him 
in 2016 to receive the Order of the Pal-
metto, our State’s highest civilian 
honor. 

In His word, and one that exemplifies 
Father Kirby’s life, the Book of 
Malachi 2:7 reads: ‘‘For the lips of a 
priest should guard knowledge, and 
people should seek instruction from his 
mouth, for he is the messenger of the 
Lord of hosts.’’ 

In light of his many years of min-
istry, it is my honor to welcome Fa-
ther Kirby as the guest chaplain of the 
United States House of Representa-
tives. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

CONGRATULATING 2020 CALI-
FORNIA DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOOLS 
(Mr. CISNEROS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CISNEROS. Madam Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I rise today to 
honor and congratulate 13 elementary 
schools in California’s 39th District for 
their selection as 2020 California Dis-
tinguished Schools. 

The 39th District elementary schools 
awarded this distinction include: Aca-
cia, Blandford, Buena Terra, Charles G. 
Emery, Golden, Hidden Trails, Killian, 
Laguna Road, Laurel Elementary Mag-
net School of Innovation and Career 
Exploration, Mesa Robles, Robert C. 
Fisler, Wedgeworth, and Ybarra Acad-
emy of Arts and Technology. 

Our students’ success is a testament 
not only to their dedication but also to 
the tireless efforts made by educators, 
administrators, staff, and parents. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and 
my honorable colleagues join me in 
congratulating these 13 California dis-
tinguished schools for their tremen-
dous educational achievements. 

f 

CELEBRATING SCHOOL CHOICE 
(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise during this week to celebrate 
school choice. 

Americans lose their freedom when 
parents aren’t allowed to decide on 
their own where to send their children 
to school. A one-size-fits-all approach 
doesn’t encourage growth for the next 
generation of Americans. 

In March, the Supreme Court will be 
hearing oral arguments for the case of 
Espinoza v. Montana Department of 
Revenue. The Court’s decision could 
have important ramifications for pub-
lic funding of private and public 
schools. 

In my district, I am proud of the 
work being done by Steve and Joyce 
Schuck, champions of the school 
choice movement in Colorado. Steven 
Woodford is also doing great work for 
the homeschool communities of Colo-
rado. 

These key leaders in our community 
are enabling students to have edu-
cational opportunities they wouldn’t 
otherwise have. 

Colorado is making great strides in 
the school choice movement, and I am 
proud to represent both the community 
leaders who facilitate it and the tal-
ented students of this generation. 

f 

COMMEMORATING TODD PORTUNE 
AND NATHANIEL JONES 

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to 
honor two iconic Cincinnati leaders 
who passed away over the weekend. 

On Saturday, we lost longtime Ham-
ilton County Commissioner and former 
Cincinnati City Councilman Todd 
Portune. 

Todd was a true leader, willing to put 
aside political differences and work to-
gether on issues to benefit our commu-
nity. He was also someone I considered 
not only a respected colleague but a 
friend. 

Then, on Sunday, Cincinnati suffered 
another loss with the passing of Judge 
Nathaniel Jones. 

As a civil rights leader, a Federal 
judge, and a person, Judge Jones was 
one of those rare people who was uni-
versally admired and respected. Having 
worked with Thurgood Marshall on 
Brown v. Board of Education, having 
helped South Africa overcome apart-
heid, and having served as general 
counsel for the NAACP, Judge Jones 
not only improved the lives of people in 
Cincinnati but across the country and, 
in fact, across the globe. 

Madam Speaker, while Cincinnati 
will sorely miss Commissioner Portune 
and Judge Jones, their accomplish-
ments will be felt by our community 
and across our Nation for generations 
to come. 

f 

SUPPORT PROTESTERS IN 
REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:53 Jan 29, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28JA7.013 H28JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T20:31:20-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




